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Mr. X was a man of forty, or thereabout, when I knew him. 
He was an artist and for his livelihood he did high grade com- 
mercial fresco painting or decorating. He had come to this 
country from *tockholm a number of years before with his young 
son. At the time I knew him his son was grown and married. 
But the father often told about the hardships of those first 
years and the difficulty of caring for the youngster. Mr. xX 
was a typical "Stockholmare" -- big, expansive, and self- 
sufficient. In Stockhohm he had received his academic art 
training. He was of the old school of painting and he, him- 
self, was the embodiment of the old-fashioned idea of an ar- 
tist. He was unconventional and free in his life and action. 
But he was not the true Bohemian. Hy having to apply him- 
self to commercial art may have accounted for this. But he 
enjoyed being among a conventional group of people and shocking 
them with his risque and vulgar stories and talk. He had a 
regular obsession in this. It wasn't the ordinary banter and 
story-telling that many people enjoy. With him it was un- 
believable to what lengths he would go, and could go, in his 
unconventional narrations. He was a Rabelaisian of the first 
order, although he wasn't always entertaining or artistic in 
his interpretations. But he seemed to get the keenest enjoy- 
ment out of the discomfort of his audience. He made them 
shudder and squirm as if they were undergoing a most painful 
operation. In this way he managed to antagonize all the 
good people he met. They naturally didn't see any further 
than mx this attitude which he was always assuming. There 


was nothing cheap or vulgar in his own personality. It seemed 
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more like an obstacle or division in his development that he 
wasn't able to overcome. It might also have been his way of 
fighting the conventional and philistine element around him. 
Or he, himself, might at some time have been badly shocked. 
I can't see, though, how anyone could be so badly shocked 
that he never got over it. 

The other men were a little afraid or envious of him. 
They didn't like him because he had a way with the ladies. 
Where they would blunder around, he seemed to have an under- 
standing of women that seemed to melt away their reticence 
and resistance. I don't mean that he was always trying to 
seduce them, but he had the faculty of getting them to reveal 
their personal and innermost feelings. They could talk to him 
the same as with another woman. He had a great deal of the 
feminine nature in him. Not in a pathological sense was this 
true, but in so much as it gave him a greater understanding 
of women. 

He wasnot alone when I knew him. He had his home and a 
Swedish woman, about his own age, was staying there. She had 
been the wife of a G rman minister but had left him and she 
had her son, a boy of twelve years, with her. She was a 
fine type of person in every way. Later on she and my artist 
friend were married. Both her son and his son were at the 
wedding and it was a very happy affair with a wedding supper 
that lasted six hours at one of the largest Swedish restaurants 
in Vhicago. They lived in a small cottage on the south side. 
He attended classes at the Art Institute once or twice a week 


decorating 
after his work. During the day he did interior treaxakingx and 
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painting on big jobs, and he was able to make a good living 
at this. He was able to support a wife and family, not in 
luxury but in ordinary comfort. They seemed to be very con- 
genial and contented together. The former minister's wife 


seemed to have found herhappiness with my artist friend. 
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Mir." was a man of forty, or thereabout, when I knew him, 
He eas an artist and for his livelihood he did high grade com- 
mercial fresco painting or decorating. He had come to this 
Country from “tockholm a number of years before with his young 
Son. At the time I knew him his son was grown and married. 
But the father often told about the hardships of those first 
years and the difficulty of caring for the youngster. Mr. X 
was a typical "Stockholmare" -- big, expansive, and self- 
Sufficient. In Stockhoim he had received his academic art 
training. He was of the old school of painting and he, him- 
self, was the embodiment of the old-fashioned idea of see: 
tist. He was unconventional and free in his life and action. 
But he was not the true Bohemian, lijs having to apply him- 


seif to commercial art may have accounted for this. But he 


‘enjoyed being among a conventional group of people and Shocking 


them with his risque and vulgar stories and talk. He had a 
regular obsession in this, It wasn't the ordinary banter and 
story-telling that many people enjoy. With him it was un- 
believable to what lengths he would go, and could go, in his 
unconventional narrations, He was a Rabelaisian of the first 
order, although he wasn't always entertaining or artistic in 
his interpretations. But he seemed to get the keenest enjoy- 
ment out of the discomfort of his audience. He made them 
shudder and squirm as if they were undergoing a most painful 
operation. In this way he managed to antagonize all the 

good people he met. ‘they naturally didn't see any further 
than xx this attitude which he was always assuming. There 


was nothing cheap or vulgar in his own personality. It seemed 
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more like an obstacle or division in his develcpment that he 
wasn't able to overcome. It might also have been nis way of 
fighting the conventional and philistine element around him. 
Or he, himself, might at some time have been badly shocked, 
I can't see, though, how anyone could be so badly shocked 
that he never got over it. 

fhe other men were a little afraid or envious of him. 
They didn't like him because he had a way with the ladies. 
where they would blunder around, he seemed to have an under- 
Standing of women that seemed to melt away their reticence 
and resistance, I don't mean that he was always trying to 
seduce them, but he had the faculty of getting them to reveal 
their personal and innermost feelings. They could talk to him 
the same as with another woman. He had a great deal of the 
feminine nature in him. Not in a pathological sense was this 
true, but in so much as it gave him a greater understanding 
of women. 

He wasnot alone when I knew him. He had his home and a 
Swedish woman, about his own age, was staying there. She had 
been the wife of a G rman minister but had left him and she 
had her son, a boy of twelve years, with her. She was a 
fine type of person in every way. Later on she and my artist 
triend were married. Both her son and his son were at the 
wedding and it was a very happy affair with a wedding supper 
that lasted six hours at one of the largest Swedish restaurants 
in Vhicago. They lived in a small cottage on the south side, 
He attended classes at the Art Institute once or twice a week 
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after his work. During the day he did interior teenxakimgex and 
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painting on big Jobs, and he was able to make a good living 
at this. He was able to Support a wife and family, not in 
juxury but in ordinary comfort. They seemed to be very con- 
gediel and contented together. The former BADAG ROR IS wife 


seemed to have found herhappiness with my artist friend. 
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Ast Generation American born of Finnish parents 


| Age--37--woman 


I was born in Massachusetts. of Finnish parents, Both 
my father and mother came to this country when they were 
young. They met and were married here. JI was the oldest 
in a family of five, three girls and two boys. As child- 
ren we learned to speak Finnish, We always spoke it at 
home. During the time that we were growing up, there were 
a@ great many “inns living vear us. ‘We children learned 
and picked up the language, Neither my mother or father 
had received much schooling in Finland. ‘They both came 
from very poor homes, and had been raised in the country. 
They had not received any advantages either in education 
or environment. 

I know so little of Finland that I feel ashamed of 
myself, I have never bothered asking my parents about 
it. I don't even know what part of the country my parents 
came from. I do remember mother aaying how the poorer 
class of people had such a hard time when she was there. 
There was so much class distinction, rt weemed foreign 
and different to me, but I was not particularly interested 
and so gave it little thought. I wasian American except 
that I could understand and speak Finnish. But I always 
felt perfectly at home amongst the Finns here. There 
are mang Finns in the New England states, and where we 
lived there was a regular colony of them. The parents, 


or the older group, were all foreign born. They always 


aN 


ee ae, 
~ PR + pear hat ea i 
| Si ea 
ae rie ieee 
Boca eakia eit meme d trun panaajennite Ni 
ie Gite aa “whiamsiaa Sao e88t, a5 tg seauas: eetee bia ad 
{ ae | . said sos ayerigcal setae Aeoda or nomial“ eee | a 


} ‘ Bore" Sethe ap «tung leech ereesewstads omLa ads unrest: ate 
f Pees go ks mea te ae an eee Bate et: 0 pa seoamsdaeS ® a 
ae wd qoire? te “tiektom.| i: ‘ety Ria anon eae co Bekete fina 
f . | i tmee ited yoo «Daneel eR nt Rat Loodae dota bv tows baal 4 


re 


emarog bay at: See Tat teow: a ban. ; eaten Teg * ine aort 


setihaowe chive ab<ordls ig acme gate ‘ehin bavieowy Bie Sent Ca — 
i he ah ae eer oS og epeuidentvasmd | : 
q she re Tee tant boatalt Ao" i TAPES “ae Beales Fe 2. 
' ; nih prdtan waair deny em sacahity venndoem: mde sae" ‘erat dead 
i 3 mbnenkg athe Sy ag One ‘OE Yedemays es’ woh! ye i nob ier heey | 
: Beha yet naar ede wad: at ns tae Ga arn <o8 FL atone wir 
: ia | : ron ar” pele hee reve’ Bion a ia, Brae” chgeon tole 
‘ . ., Shere® pemaned:: SOE Ste YAR w aR LS osama TEIN i : 
|  Rarbarttteosen t tire Live eR ay. fon aa Te dyed. aa bee nok Lacs a 


7 | Suni oor nan torimtns ia aan £ - ialapenites oleae ee yi 
‘ ee cig tee dat th hacks na, nite ‘tt errr ys Bititog a 
are Ge ee | 

ity vent bi bast: ahs at. fou apt ino! lt “want ome a 
| ile coaeene] ‘aati gibi eewapiyessaes 4 
+ ; veneka eS a EBD ; Minariviis Sina ei 
OO : ate oh r. anil Bias ole tg “ahem sae 


y 
rs A ri 
Le ee 


49 


spoke the Finnish language amongst themselves, and we 
children always spoke to them in Finnish. ‘Ye were also 
able to read the Finnish newspapers, but that was as far 
as we delved into the Finnish literature. The Finns 
we knew here were all in the same class as my parents. 
In most cases, they had experienced a very hard struggle 
for existence in Finland, and even though none of them 
had wealth in this country, they were all satisfied to 
be here, 

| I finished grammar school and decided to take the 
business course offered in high school. I have always 
liked bookkeeping and office work. 1 was also quite 
musical, 1 was always the one to play the organ or piano 
at any of our entertainments. As soon as 1 finished my 
business course, I got a job in Boston doing office 
work up until the time I was married, about a year ago. 
During the war | was working in Yeashington, D.C. I came 
west about eight years ago, and I have been out here 
since then except for one trip back home to see the folks. 
That was about five years asco. Up until that time I had 
been working in 48 large concern, but they were then merg- 
ing with another company. A number of employees in our 
company lost their jobs, (% was one of them), but we had 
all received a large bonus during this transaction, Tf 
got a $1000 company bond, and #500 cash. 1! used this 


money for my trip home to see the family. Two sisters 
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were married, but they lived near my parents, After 


visiting with the family about three months, i came 
west again. I had no desire to stay in the east. When 
I got back here,the depression was on and I didn’t 
have work for almost a year. i held on to my $1000 | 
bond, but it went down in value. At first I was able to 
borrow on it, but later 1 couldn't even do that. I got 
work again. At first it was only temporary, but finally 
I got a permanent job with a smaller salary than I had 
been used to, Then I got married, I married an American. 
I went with a Finn about seven years ago, and + liked him 
a lot; but he was not the marrying kind, I guess. 
I have always associated with the inns, even when 

I came out west, and 1 know quite a number of Finnish | 
people. I used to go to all of the finnish celebrations. é 
We always went down to the Seaman's Mission down on the 
Embarcadero, and we helped with the Christmam programs 
for the Finnish seamen, I went to both the chureh and 
social gatherings of the inns here. Sometimes at these 
public gatherings there would be a very rough element, 

_ These were usually the Swedish-! inns, and they would 
get into fights and brawls. The real inns hated and 


looked down on these Swedish-Finns as an inferior element, 


(There is a certain type of Swedish-frinn that seems to have 
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a mixture of the worst traits from both the innish and 
Swedish people. Sometimes the Finns classify all Swedes 
in this category, and the Swedes do the same thing with 
the Finns. In this way, they have each a very bad im- 
pression of the other. When you ask 4 great many Swedes 
about the !innish peophe, they will tell you that the 
Finns are a low, barbarous, and uncivilized race. My 
Finnish friends have a very poor opinion of the Swedes. 
With two countries that have been as closely associated 
as inland and “weden, it seems strance thet there should 
be so much misunderstanding between them. ) 

In marrying an American, I'll probaly cet farther 
and farther awsy from my finnish asso¢iations, ‘hen my 


parents are gone ( they are now getting quite old), there 


will be very little left of the foreign influenes, We 


have no relatives in Finland that we write to or hear from, 
so we have lost all connection with the old country. 

I heve not forgotten the Finnish language. My mother 
and I always correspond in Finnish. ‘he Finns that i have 
associated with have been all in the same class as myself. 
Even the older ones, who came from the old country when 
they were young, came to assimilate a new environment and 


forget the old ditficult conditions. 
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I was born in Massachusetts of Finnish parents. Both 
ml 
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my father and mother came to this country when they were 


young. They ms crea were married here. I was the oldest 
in a family Fete cea 8 core TE and two boys. As child- 
ren we learned to speak rinnish, ye always spoke it at 
home. During the time that we ware growing up, there were 
a great many Finns living near us. We children beermeé™ 

end picked up the language. Neither my mother or father 
had received much schooling in Finland. They both came 
from very poor homes, and had been raised in the country. 
They had not received any advantages either in education 
or environment. 

I know so little of Finland that I feel ashamed of 
myself. I have never bothered asking my parents about 
LG.  L-den's Loy know what part of the country my parents 
came from. I do remember mother saying how the povrer 
class of people had such a hard time when she was there, Le a 
here was so much class distinction. Et seemed foreign 
and different to me, but I was not particularly interested 
and so gave it little thought. (x was: an American except 

| that I could understand and speak Finnish.) But I always 
felt perfectly at home amongst the Finns here. There 
are many Finns in the New England states, and where we 


lived there was a regular colony of them. The parents, 


or the older group, were all foreign born, They always 
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spoke the Finnish language amongst themselves, and we 
children always spoke to them in Finnish. We were also 
able to read the Finnish newspapers, but that was as far 
as we delved into tne Finnish literature. The Finns 

we knew here were all in the same class as my parents. 
In most cases, they had experienced a very hard struggle 
for existence in Finland, and even though none of them 
had wealth in this country, they were all satisfied to 
be here. 

I finished grammar school and decided to take the 
business course offered in high school. I have always 
liked bookkeeping and office work. 1 was also quite 
musical. 1 was always the one to play the organ or piano 
at any of our entertainments. As soon as 1 finished my 
business course, I got a job in Boston doing office 
work up until the time I was married, about a year ago. 
During the war 1 was working in Washington, D.C. I came 
west about eight years ago, and I have been out here 
since then except for one trip back home to see the folks. 
That was about five years ago. Up until that time I had 
been working in a large concern, but they were then merg- 
ing with another company. A number of employees in our 
company lost their jobs (I was one of them), but we had 
all received a large bonus during this transaction. I 
got a $1000 company bond. and $500 cash. 1 used this 


money for my trip home to see the family. Two sisters 
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were married, but they lived near my parents. After 
visiting with the family about three months, 1 came 
west again. I had no desire to stay in the east. When 
I got back here,the depression was on and 1 didn't 
have work for almost a year. I held on to my $1000 
bond, but it went down in value. At first I was able to 
borrow on it, but later 1 couldn't even do that. 1 got 
work again. At first it was only temporary, but finally 
I got a permanent job with a smaller salary than I had 
been used to. Then I got married. I married an American. 
I went with a Finn about seven years ago, and + liked him 
a lot; but he was not the marrying kind, I guess. 

I have always associated with the Finns, even when 
I came out west, and 1 know quite a number of Finnish 
people. I used to go to all of the Finnish celebrations. 
We always went down to the Seamants Mission down on the 
Embarcadero, and we helped with the Christmas programs 
for the Finnish seamen. I went to both the church and 
social gatherings of the “inns here. Sometimes at these 
public gatherings there would be a very rough element. 
These were usually the Swedish-finns, and they would 
get into fights and brawls. ‘The real Finns hated and 


looked down on these Swedish-Finns as an inferior element. 


(There is a certain type of Swedish-Finn that seems to have 
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a mixture of the worst traits from both the finnish and 
Swedish people. Sometimes the Finns classify all Swedes 
in this category, and the Swedes do the same thing with 
the Finns. In this way, they have each a very bad im- 

pression of the other. When you ask a great many Swedes| 
about the linnish people, they will tell you that the 


Finns are a low, barbarous, and uncivilized race. My 


Finnish friends have a very poor opinion of the Swedes. 
With two countries that have been as closely associated \ 
as Finland and “weden, it seems strange thet there should 
be so much misunderstanding between them.) | 

In marrying an American, I'll probably get farther 
and farther away from my Finnish asso¢iations. When my 
parents are gone ( they are now getting quite old), there — 
will be very little left of the foreign influence. Ye 
have no relatives in Finland that we write to or hear from, 
so we have lost all connection with the old country. 

i have not forgotten the Finnish language. My mother 
and 1 always correspond in Finnish. ‘The Finns that 1 have 
associated with have been all in the same class as myself. 
Even the older ones, who came from the old country when 
they were young, came to assimilate a new environment and 


forget the old difficult conditions. 
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to go to all 6f the Finnish celebrations. We always went down to the Seaments 
mission down on the embaracdero and helped with the Christmas programs for the 
Finnish Seamen. I went to both the church and social gatherings of the Finns 


here. Sometimes there was a very rough element present at these public gatherings. 
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Dr. Radin: 

I am noting a group of swedish families whom IL ew as a child 
and during the time that 1 grew up. These people all lived in 
Salt Lake. They were the families of children with whom | played, 
and I knew them very well. The children, with the exception of 
two immigrant families, were all first generation American born 
of Scandinavian parentage. I was also interested in’ seeing to 
what extent and in which direction their foreign background in- 
fluenced these children, or if there was any expression of this 
influence or any reaction toward it that would make them differ- 
ent from the children of American parents. 

I didn't find any definite cultural background or pattern in 
the individual family groups. It was only when these individuals 
and families were combined into larger groups, such as their lodges, 
clubs, church groups, and the swedish newspaper, that a more de- 
finite expression of their culture and traditions could be felt. 
And finally when these larger groups were also combined, as they 
were in the big mid-summer day festival, the ultimate expression 
of their background, even to the point of nationalism, was portray- 
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FAMILY C 


The parents of this family were married in Sweden, but 
they had been a America a long time. ‘Ihe only child, a girl of 
twelve, was born in this country. They came outffrom the East 
and had only been in this part of the country a short time. The 
parents in this family, especially the father, spoke better 
English than most immigrants. But they spoke Swedish at home. 
The daughter understood everything that was said in Swedish, but 
she could not carry on a conversation. She was interested enough 
to try to speak it. The family was more religious than some of 
our other friends, and they attended the Swedish Lutheran Church 
regularly. In church the child heard the Swedish language both 
in speech and song and was probably very impressed by it. 

The father was a tailor and worked in a shop down town. By 
his appearance he looked as if he might be an expert at his trade. 
He was a small, dark, olive-skinned man. He looked very much 
like a Japanese. The mother and daughter were also den hecmslaxiecs 
ed. The mother was very plain and unassuning in appearance and 
personality. She had a fearsome and apprehensive attitude toward 
attitude her husband. The little girl was not free with the 
father either. | 

They had not beeniin the West very long, and they were not 
certain whether they wanted to stay out here. They rented a 
small house in our neighborhood, and we visited them quite often. 
Their home was always neat and clean with everything in its place. 
Even as a child I had a disturbed feeling about so much neatness, 
order, and extreme correctness. There was something about it 


that was mechanical, uninteresting, and half-hearted. There was 
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no depth or richness in their lives, although they were people 
above the average. Even the music they were interested in did 
not warm up the atmosphere. The caughter was studying music and 
started taking lessons at the age of nine. She was preparing 
for a musical career. It may have been the parents ambition to 


see their daughter as a church organist. 
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FAMILY D 


The father and mother in this home had the same background 
as the majority of immigrants who had left Sweden when they were 
young to seek better opportunities in America. These two had 
left Sweden when they were very young. They were more 
Americanized than most of our friends. They did not associate 
mush with the Sweden except in business. The father was a saloon 
keeper. This family was comfortably fixed and had a very nice though 
unpretentious home. One could tell from this home that the 
father mode more money than was the case in the majority of our 
friends’ homes. The mother was a quiet woman and enjoyed her home 
and family. They appreciated the creature comforts of life, and 
this was the dominant expression here, The atmosphere was homelike 
and pleasant. 

There were three children in the family. A boy of fourteen, 
a girl of twelve, and a boy of nine years. These children knew 
less of the Swedish language than the other children of Swedish 
parents that I knew. Their mother always spoke to them in English, 
but they heard enough of the Swedish spoken to enable them to under- 
Stand a great deal of it. 

The daughter here was a special ehum of mine. TI stayed in their 
home several weeks while the parents were on a trip out here. About 
a year later, the father sold his business, and the family moved 


to California. 
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FAMILY E 


This was the Swedish Lutheran minister's family. He had 
received his training in Sweden. They had only been here a few 
years, but they expected and wanted to go back. It was not long 
before they were on their way back to a parish in Swedés. There 
were three children in this family. A girl about ten years, the 
youngest child was about a year and a half, and one in between 
these. The children were being taught the Swedish language-;-- 
Both to speak and write it correctly. The parents always apoke 
Swedish to them. 

From my impression as a child, this family seemed perfect. 

The father was handsome, very pale, and dark. The mother was a 
very pretty woman; she was almost beautiful. ‘She was dark-com- 
plexioned also. All three of the children were very good looking. 
I remember especially their well-formed heads. In their physical 
build the whole family had the proportions of the classic Greeks. 
Their family life followed the same pattern as their appearance. 

It was closely knit and well integrated. As I look back Il don't 
reaall very many families as strongly and closely organized as they 
were. ‘the childrens* personalities seemed to about equalize their 
development. Each child was above the average. 

I remember one time having breakfast with the three children. 
I sat opposite them at the table, and we were all eating our cereal. 
T had never seen such precise and careful eating. After each 
spoonful of milk and cereal, they would take the empty spoon and 
quickly serpae two or three times underneath the lower lip of their 
mouth +o catch any drop of milk that might have strayed down. ven 
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gest child had been trained to do this. All three went 
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ugh the same procedure of taking a spoonful and then scrape --- 


couldn't keep my eyes off them until they had finished the last 
hi drop. I did not care so much for the process, but 1 thought it 


was very neat. it showed a certain accomplishment and an attitude 


of mind. 
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FAMILY F 


This was another Swedish Lutheran minister's family. This 
family succeeded family ® when they went back to Sweden. This 
new minister came from a small eastern parish, and had been trained 
in the East. There were four children in this family. The two 
boys were about eleven and ten, and the two younger children were 
yet babies. This family was, in every respect, a direct opposite 
of the former minister's family. There was a laissez-faire policy 
in this family. It was not only a happy-go-lucky Paces Te 
around their home, but there was an air of carelessness and loose- 
ness as well. Their family life was very loosely held together. 

The two boys were terrors. They were the wildest youngsters 
I had ever seen. There was one instance that I remember clearly. 
Holding a lighted toreh, they chased another small boy and set 
fire to the seat of his pants. in Sunday school they tore up the 
picture cards with the bible verses printed on them. These boys 
had the whole congregation worrying about them. ‘they made life 
miserable for anyone that happened to be in their way. ‘Their father 
and mother were always calm and unverturbed. 

The minister preached in Swedish, but in their home and to 


the children the mother and father always spoke iinglish. 
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FAMILY G 


The father of this family was a Swede-Finn, and the mother was Swedish. 
She came from the province of Vermland in the southern part of Sweden. She 
was a pretty woman and always laughing and happy. Both parents had come 
to America at an early age, and both came from lower middle-class homes, 
The mother had done housework before she married. The father owned a saloon, 
and he made good money. They rented a small four-roomed house not far fron 
us. They did not put their money into a home or in furhishings; everything was 
very be a na But they lived well, 

There ing three children in the family. There was a boy who was about 
eleven years old, and two girls who were eight and nine. These children did 
not speak a word of Swedisk. The mother’s English was very poor and broken, 
but she always used this when she spoke to the children. She was fond of 
using the English language. Her speech was such a mixture of both Swedish 
and English that she spoke neither one. The children understood almost every- 
thing that was said to them in Swedish. But there was no effort to teach then, 
and Py pce were not very anxious to learn it. 

The father of this family died and left them in very difficult circumstances, 
He had met with reverses in his business, and the moti was left without a 
cent to bring up the three children, She went out scrubbing and eleaning 
offices, working from twelve midnight until seven or eight o'clock in the 
morning. In this was she Waised the three children, giving them high-school and 
business college training. One of the daughters is a school teacher, and the 
mother is now enjoying a comfortable home with her, The son and younger daught- 
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FAMILY H 


The parents of this family were older people, and they had been in this 
country a long time. Both parents had come from Sweden when they were young, 
and their original circumstances were similar to those of the majority of 
American immigrants. 

The father of this family was a shoe-maker, and had his own little shop 
out in front of his home. Doing this work , he had been abhé!to earn and save 
enough money to build a new brick house alongside the old home where they had 
lived since they were just married, These people were very frugal and careful 
in their living. Now they owned two places. They rented out the old home 
and moved into the new house, The older daughter had just married and was 
living in a part of the old home. This girl was married to an American, 

There were three daughters in this family; The youngest rap then a child 
of eleven ahd the other was working in an office. She had gone to business 
college. Later on she also married an American. The youngest daughter 
married a young man of German parentage, He had the same relationship to his 
German background that she had to the Swedish. 

These girls did not speak Swedish, but they had heard it spoken enough 
to understand it. They had no interest in anything Swedish or foreign and 
did not like the idea of being in connection with anything that wasn't American. 
The mother also had a little of this attitude. I don't know whether she had 
set the example or had merely tried to keep up with the daughters. This 
family, especially the mother and daughters, had almost discarded the Swedish 
language entirely, The parents apoke Swedish to each other, ‘They could only 
speak a very poor and broken English, 

The father left home one day and never returned. One lovely Autumn day 
he left his little shop and all the shoes that were to be mended and walked 
up into one of the beautiful canyons near the city. A week later they found 


his body where he had succumbed, 
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FAMILY J 

This family had been in America abo&t two or three years. They came from 
the province of Delarne in Sweden. The father had worked for a concern Beech, 
of the larger towns in Dalarne, 

There were three pevieen in this familyl The edlest son who was about 
twelve years old, had A Apert of the throat and bones, He had contracted 
this disease as a baby in Sweden, The parents had taken him to the country 
during the summer vacation, and the baby had been infécted from the milk of a 
tubefcular cow. He was very weak and delicate and did not run and play like 
the other children, This family, especially the mother, seemed sad and different 
from the other people we knew. I remember distinctly the air of resignation and 
sadness that surrounded her, She seemed backward, not because she wasn't bright, 
but because she was diginterested in her environment here, She made no effort to 
learn the English language, She wanted to go back to Sweden. She was the only 
one we had met who was really homesick to return to Sweden, 


This family went back to Sweden shortly after.this, But their family life 


was not happy even to the degree that we judge the average persons happiness, 
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The parents of this family emigrated from Sweden when they 
were young. That is, they were grown, but it was before they were 
married. They both came from a small town on the eastern coast of 
Sweden, and they were both from lower middle-class homes. Neither 
one had received any particular advantages. An elementary school 
training was all the education they had had. The father of this 
family was a tailor. This trade he learned in the old country. He 
did not have his own shop, but worked in an establishment under a 
boss. This family was buying a four room brick house. It was a 
typical small home in the neighborhood where we lived. Their home 


was small and crowded, and both the house and furnishings were old 


and Shabby. The only thing in it of any value was a piano. 


There were three chiiidren in the family,--a boy of thirteen and 
two girls. One of the giris was twelve years old, and the youngest 
was about nine. These aah eeen could understend Swedish, but they 
could not speak it except for a word or a phrase... The parents | 
spoke Swedish at home and between themselves. It was easier for 
them to express themselves in. their native tongue although they 
were fond of using a very broken and poor English they had acquired 
since coming to America. It was almost as difficult for the parents 
to speak English as it was for the children to speak Swedish. The 
men, since they went out amongst people for thet s work, generally 
spoke better English than thetr wives. (My own mother only spoke 
Swedish. hen she talked with the children, they would always answer 


any question with "Ja" or "Nej". She told them that she understood 


- "yes " and "ne*”’ in English perfectly well. This was _the~éxtent of 
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our ability to carry on a conversation in Swedish.) 

The homeslife in this family was about the average. The 
father was musical and sang in the swedish men’ chorus and in 

the different quartets whenever the Swedes had their celebra- 

tions. The older girl had taken after her father both in 
appearance and ability. He was tall and blond. She was taking 
music lessons and seemed to show more artistic expression than 
her brother and younger sister. She also seemed closer to and 
had more sympathy for her parents foreign background. The other 
two, as they grew up, mingled more with Americans. The parents 
belonged to several swedish socities and lodges. This was their 
social life. As the eldest daughter grew up, she associated more 
and more with the Swedes, although not exclusively. There may 
have been some ulterior motive or reason for her going in this 
particular direction. Her mother, who was getting older and los- 
ing her charms, used the daughter, who was developing into a very 
attractive young woman, as a wedge in holding her own prestige and 
popularity amongst a group that otherwise would have dropped her. 
The mother was willing to sacrifice her daughter for her own self- 
ish interests. 

The two girls in this family went through. grammar schooh and 
then to business college. The son started working after he finish- 


ed grammar school. 


ny 


ik ge nee Tek haan ta ; 
neds [so tiadd wad sebow8 edt tevensdw etettaup wi 

Gi ded teddet Tex tet te node? bed Itty cobLo ot anokd «| 
gaiees asw ode .beold bas [iat asw ox Yttiides bie. comwraeage® 
npdt notesetoxe olvettia srom wode of Boaese baa anoeeol ¢ wie . a 
bra od tenelo hemese oale ene .tetete. TeQawOT eaaliaata | 
teite sHT bmmmrawned miotot atnets¢ ted 10% vitegarye etom f 
apie ee eqfT ,aneoivema doiw oton deigaim a. woTS yods ae oa % 
tiedt cew elAT ,eenbol bre aettioocs dethewe ietovee ot bonnolfed | 


otom betetocaes effin ,qu wet, t9tigueh teobis edt ea .etif fetoca — 


* 


"ea eted’ .vleviewfoxe toa davoddia ,sebewe edd dtiw stom Sana 
afdt mt anton teu tet coapet.to evitom tolted Ly anid need svat | 
-2ol bare teblo antiten enw ortw .tedtom teH .nolroetib abla 
visv s ont anigolevsb | gew .odw Tetiauab vert. Boay .euteds Tod_ ant. 
bos eaitestc AHO ten anthiod alt osbew 8 és <MAMOW AAVCY ovivomrt¢e: 
14 beqaorb evad oluow oe twredto tedt quoty 8 ‘tegnoms wi trefegog | 
‘stiee awo ten tot stoddgueb ter Pa es rer) unbar 2aW tedton es 
-atestetal ef 

bone Loonoe TeMaTy fiauvotas tiew yLinat eine ni elsts ows ont - a 
qselatt ei tette anintow betiste aoe ef? coe neniiand ot intl 


| } 
oe 


a a ? / E 2 7 7 7 a We 7 
“s A . 9° - “' ; ‘ ‘i : tis 

+ : “ a ' 

ear “ep . /e | f ot La _ - fag iy pd he 


FAMILY B 

The parents of this family came to America when they were 
young. They married and settled down here. They had both 
left Sweden in order to better their economic conditions. They. 
had come from homes where all that mattered was the struggle 
for existence. 

This family lived on the same block as we did. They owned 
an old two-story house a few doors from us. There were three 
rooms downstairs and three rooms upstairs. I remember going 
up the long, dar, built-in, stairway to visit the old bed-ridda 

grandmother who had been lying up there ina small room for 
years. It was pitable to see her, an old worn-out human being 
whom no one wanted around. ‘The father of the household was a 
tailor. He did not have his own shop, but he worked steadily 
and was able to provide the necessities and a little over. He 
was a small man, dark and very hot-headed, especially when he 
was drunk. I remember, as a child, aogie him deliberately tip 
over a table filled with dishes; everything went crashing to the 
floor. His wife didn't dare say a word to him. She always seemed 
a little frightened of him. I remember she used snuff and always 
carried a snuff box with her. Every little while she would take 
a pinch and snuff it up her nose. Her nostrils were black from it. 

There were two children in the family, a boy and a gird. 
The boy was about fourteen years old, and the girl was eleven. 
The children did not speak Swedish, but they widerstood it. The 


parents always spoke Swedish at home. They were not able to ex- 
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press themselves very fluently in English. These children, the 
boy especially, did not want to speak Swedish and had a poor 
Opinion of the Swedes in general. But there had been nothing 
these children had seen or experienced to give them a feeling 
of sympathy or pride with their parents’ background. There wasn't 
the slightest understanding between them. The little girl told 
me one day very confidentially that another playmate had said she 
did not like to go downtown when my mother went along becuase my 
‘mother talked Swedish and everybody stared. But I knew that they 
had been talking it over together. They were particularly sensi- 
tive on this point as most children are. I noticed an instance 
down in China-town. im old Chinese grandmother, wearing her black 
silk trousers and coat, stopped to speak to two young and up-to- 
date Chinese girls of high school age. One of the girls was 
visibly annoyed at having to stand there talking Chinese with 
the old lady, and she glanced somewhat disdainfully down at the 
old lady's costume. 

The daughter of this family went to business collage after 
she graduated from grammar school, The son finished grammar school 


and then got a job. 
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_ ‘The parents: of this family emigrated from Sweden when they were youngs That 


is, they were grown, but it was before they were married, They both came from a 
small town on the eastern coast of Sweden, and they were both from lower middle~ 
class homes. WNeither one had receivéd any particular advantages, An elementary 
hood training was all the education they had weeekveds had. ‘The father of this 
family was a tailors This trade he learned in the old comtry, le did not have 
his own shop, but worked in an establishment under a bosg, This family was buying a 
four room brick house, It was a typical small home in the neighborhood where we 
lived, Their home was small and crowded , and both the house and furnishings 

were old and shabby. The only thing im it of any value was a piano, 

There were three children in the femily, a boy of thirteen and two girls. Oné 
of the girls was twelve years old,and the youngest was about nine, These children pf 
sbuld understand Swedish, but they could not speak it except for a word or a 
phrase. The parents spoke Swedish at hans) end between themselves, It was easier 
for them to express themselves in their native tongue although they were fond of 
using a very broken and poor English they had acquired since coming to America, I+ 
was elmost as difficult for the parents to Speak English as it was for the children 

to speak Swedish, The men, Since they went out amongst people for their work, generally 
spoke better English then their wives, (My ow mother only spoke Swedish,#hen she 
talked with the children, they would always enswer any question with "Ja" or "Hej", 
She told them that she understood "yes" and "no" in English perfectly well, This 
was the extent of their ability to carry on a conversation in Swedish.) 

The home life in this femily was about the averages The father was musical 
and seng in the swedish mens' chorus and in the different quartets whenever the 
swedes had their celebrations, The older girl hed taken after her father both 
in appearance and ability, He wes tall end blong. She was taking music lessons 


and seemed to show more artistic expression than her brother and younger sister, 
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i “the other two, as they grew up, mihgled more with Americans. The 
miss belonged to several swedish socities and lodges, This was their social life. 
4 “As the Pll eldest daughter grew up whe associated more and more with the Swedes, al- 
Piven not exclusively. ‘there may have been some ulterior motive or reason for 
her ‘going in this partiouler direction, Her mother, who was getting older and 
| Aosing her charms, used the daughter, who was developing into a very attractive 
young women, as a weds in holding her own prestige and popularity amonst a group 
_ thet otherwise would were dropped her, The mother was willing to sacrifice her 
- daughter to her ow selfish interests. 

‘The ‘wo girls in this family went through grammar school end then to business 
cet Ig colleges The son started working after he finished gramuar school, 
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The parents of this family came to Amcrica when they were young. They 


married and settled down here. They had both left Sweden in order to better their 


economic conditions. They had come from homes where all that mattered wis the 
struggle for existence. 


Thies femily lived on the same block as we dide They owned an old two-story 


house a few doors from use There were three rooms downstairs and three rooms Abbe 


upstairs. I remember going up the long, dark, built-in, stairway to visit the old 


bed-ridden grandmother who had been lying up there in a small room for yearse It 
was pitable to see her, an old worneout human being whom no one wanted arounds 
The father of the household was a tailor. He did not have his own shop, but he 
worked steadily and was able to provide the necessities and 7 a little over. He 


was & small man, dark, and very hot-headed,--expecially when he was drunk. I 


remember, as a child, seeing him deliberately tip over a table filled with dishes; 


everything went crashing to the floors His wife didn't dare say a word to hime 


She always seomed a little frightened of him. I remember she used snuff and always 


carried a snuff box with hers livery little while she would take a pinch and snuff 


it up her noses Her nostrils were black from it. 

There were:two children in the family, a boy and a girl. The boy was about 
fourteen years old, and the girl was eleven. The children did not speak Swedish, 
but they understood ite The parents always spoke Swedish at home. They were not 
able to express themselves very fluently in Bnglish. These shiléren, the boy 
especially, did not want to speak Swedish and had a poor opinion of the Swedes in 
generale But there had been nothing these children had seen or experienced to 
give them a feeling of sympathy or pride with their parentst background. There 
wasn't the slightest understanding between them. The little girl told me one day 


very confidentially that another playmate had said she did not like to go dow- 


_ town when my mother went along because my mother talked Swedish end everybody stared. 
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The parents of this family wore married in Sweden, but they had been in. 
America a long time. The only child, a girl of twelve, was born in this countrys 
They came out from the East and had only been in this part of the coumtry a short 
times The parents in this family, expecially the father, spoke better English 


than most immigrantse Sut they spoke Swedish at homes the daughter undersooé 


everything that was séid in Swedish, but she could not carry on a conversations 


She was interested enough to try to speak ite The family ws more religious than 
some of our other friends, and they attended the swedish Lutheran church regularly 
In chureh the child heard the swedish language both in speech and song and was 
probably f¢y very impressed by ite 

The father was a tailor and worked in a shop down tom. By his appearance 
he looked as if he might be an expert at his trade. He was a small, dark, olive- 
skinned mane He looked very much like a Japanesee ‘he mother and daughter were 
also dark complexioneds The mother was very plain and unassuming in appearance 
and personality. ‘She had a fearsome and apprehensive attitude toward her husbands 
The little girl was not free with the father either. 

They had not been in the West very long, and they were not sueate whether 
they wanted to stay out here. They rented a small house in our neighborhood, and 
tiéf we visited them quite often. Thetr home ms always neat and clean with every= 
thing in its placee Even as a child I had a disturbed feeling about so much seats 
ness, order, and extreme correctnesse There was something about it that was 
mechanical, uninteresting, and halfehearted, There was no depth or richness to 
their lives, although they were people above the averages liven the music they 
were interested in did not warm up the atmospheres Thef dauzhter was studying 


music and started taking lessons at the age of ninee ‘She was preparing for a 


musical career. It may have been the parents emée ambition to see their daughter. 


as a church organist 
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FAMILY D 


The father and mother in this home had the same background as the majority 
of iumigrants who had left Sweden whent they were young to seek better opportunities 
dn America, These two had left Sweden when they were very young. They were more 


americenized than most of our friends, They did not associate much with the 


Swedes except in business, The father was a saloon keeper, This family was 
comfortably fixed and had a very nice though unpretentious home. One could tell 
from this home that the father made more money than was the case in the majority 
of our friends’ homes.The mother was a quiet woman and enjoyed her home and 
femily. ‘They appreciated the creature comforts of life, and this was the dominant 
expression here. The atmosphere was homelike and pleasant. 
There were three children in the family. A boy of fourteen, a girl of 
twelve, and a boy of nine years. / These children Imew less of the swedish 
language than the other children of swedish parents that I knew. Their mother 
always spoke to them in English, but they heard enough of the swedish spoken to 
enable them to understand a great deal of it. | 
The daughter here was a special ehum of mine. I stayed in their home several 
weeks while the parents were on a trip out here, About a year later the father 


sold his business, and the family moved to California. 
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This was the swedish Lutheran minister's family. He had received his 


training in Sweden, They had only been here a few years, but they expected and 


wanted to go back, It was not long before they were on their way back to a 


parish in Sweden. There were three children in this family. A girl bew about 
ten years, the youngest child was about a year and a half, and one in between 
these. The children were being taught the swedish binbuketee Both to speak 
and write it corréetly, The parents always spoke Swedish to them. 

From my impression as a child, this family seemed perfect. The father was 
handsome, very pale, and dark, The mother was a very pretty woman; she was almost 
beautiful. She was darkecomplexioned also, All three of the children were very 
good looking, I remomber expecially their well-formed hea@é, In their physical 
build, the whole family had the proportions of the classic Greeks, Their family 
life followed the same pattern as their appearance, It was closely kmit and 
well integrated, As I look back I don't recall very many femilies as strongly 
and closely organized as they were. The childrens' personalities seemed to about 
equally developed. Each child was above the average, Sevhape 

I remember one time having breakfast with the three children, I sat op- / 
posite them at the table, and we were all eating our cereal, I had never seen 
such precise and careful eating. After each spoonful of milk and cereal, they 
would take the empty spoon and quickly scrape two or three times wderneath the 
lower lip of their mouth to catch any drop of mille that might have strayed down. 
Even the vawigtat child had been trained to.do this. All three went through the 
Same procedure of taking a spoonful and then scrape--scrape. They did this with 
such precision and solemity that I couldn't keep my eyes off them until they 
had finished the last drop. I did not care so much for the process, but I thought 


it was very neat. It showed a certain accomplishment ond en. attitude of mind. 
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_ This was another swedish Lutheran minister's family. This fam! ly succeeded 
femily E when they went back to Sweden, This new minister came from a small 

eastern parish, and had been trained in the East. There were four children in 
this family. The two boys were about eleven and ten, and the two younger children 
were yet babies, This family was, in every rasieets a direct opposite of the 
former minister's family. There was a laissezefaire policy in this family. It 

_ was not only a happy-go-lucky atmosphere around their home, but there was an air 
of carelessness and looseness as well. Their family life was very loosely held 
together. ) 

The two beys were terrors, ‘hey were the wildest youngsters I had ever 
see, There was one instance that I remember clearly, Holding a lighted torch, 
they chased another small boy and set fire to the seat of his pants, In Sunday~ 
school f they tore up the picture cards with the bible verses printed on them .» 
Those boys had the whole congregation worrying about them, They made life 
miserable for anyone that happened to be in their way. Their father and mother 
were always calm and unperturbed, 


The minister preached in Swedish, but in their home and to the children the 


“mother and father always spoke English, 
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The father of this family was a Swede-Fim, and the mother was Swedish. 


She came from the province of Vermlend in the southern part of Sweden, She 


was a pretty woman and always laughing exdkhbppy, and happy. Hoth parents had 
come to America at an carly age, end both came from lower middleclass homes, 
The mother had done housework before she married, The father owned 2 saloon, 
and he made good money. They rented a small foureroomed. house not far from us, 
They did not put their money into a home or in furnishings; everything was very 
simple. But they lived well, 

There were three children in the family, There was a bey who was about 
eleven years old, and two girls who were eight and nine. These children did 
not speak a word of Swedish. ‘The mother's English was very poor and broken, 


but she always used this when she spoke to the children, She was fond of 


using the Snglish language. Her speech was such a mixture of both Swedish and 


English that she spoke neither one, The children wuderstood almost everything 


that was séid to them in Swedish, But there wes no effort to teach them, and 


_ they were not very anxious to learn it, 


The father of this family died ond left them in very difficult circumstances, 
He had met with reverses in his business, and the mother was left without a cent 
to bring up the three children, She went out scrub»ing and cleaning offices, 
working from twelve midnight until seven or eight o'clock in the morning, in 
this way she raised the three children, giving them highschool and business- 


college training. One of the daughters is « school teacher,and the mother is now 


enjoying a comfortable home with her, The son end younger daughter are married, 
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sty “The parents of this family were older people, and they had been in this 


country a long time. Both parents had come from Sweden when they were young,and 


their original circumstances were similar to those of the majority of american 


immigrants, 

The father of this family was a shoe-maker,end had his own little shop out 
in front of his home. Doing this work, he had been eble to earn and save 
enough money to build a new brick house alongside the old home where they had 
lived since they were just married, These people were very frugal and careful 
in their living. Now they owned two places. They venee rented out the old 
home end moved into the new houses The elder duaghter sho had just married was 
living in a part of the old home, ‘This girl was married to an American. 

There were three daughters in this family, The youngest was then a child of 


eleven and the other was working in an office. She had gone to businesscollege. 


Later on she also married an American, The youngest daughter married a young 


man of German parentage, He had the same relationship to his german backgroung 
that she had to the swedish. 
these girls did not speak Swedish, but they bier ease it spoken enough to 


understand it. They had no interest in anything Guedish or foreign and did not 


“ike the idea of being in connection with anything that wasn't [dmerican. The seb 


mother also had a little of this attitude, I don't know whether she had set the 
example or had merely tried to keep up with the daughters. This family, ex- 
pecially the annee’ end daughters,had almost discarded the Swedish language 
entirely, The parents spoke Swedish to each other. They could only speak a 
very poor and broken English, 

The father left home one day and never returned, One lovely Autwm day 
he left his Little shop and all the shoes that were to mended and walked up into 


one of the beautiful canyons near the city. A week later they found his body 


“where he had succumbed, 
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FAMILY I 


This family had recently come from Sweden. They came directly to Salt 
Lake although they were not mormon converts, They came from a place called 
Iulea which is situated not far from the border line of Finland. This is 
quite a large city. They had been in the retail grocery business in the old 
country. There were two children in the family--a boy of eleven and a little 
girl between three and four years old. 

These people were ab&ve the average American immigrant both in ability 
and in their circumstances, I never knew the reason they had for coming here, 
They seemed to have been in good circumstances in Sweden, They brought many of 
their household articles with thems--=-bamboo chairs and stands, stuffed birds, 
tapestries, copper, and stacks of household linens. The only way she had of 
keeping these heavy hand-woven linens from getting grey and dingy when she 
washed them was to pour lye into the water, After a few washings her linens 
were in shreds and ruin, She was not used to housework, and she didn't like it 
much, 

This family rented a house across the street from us. The poy went to 
the same school as I, He had a very difficult situation to meet. I hadn't 
realized what a hard time a foreign child has when he begins school, When I 
started school I had already learned to speak English, This boy did not know 
a word of English, and the other boys made life miserable for him, I would see 
him caciae recess sitting all by himself, None of the boys would go near him 
except to taunt him and call him "Swede". ‘This boy was of a sensitive nature. 
This is a bitter and difficult experience for a child. The little girl would 


XO 
not eek go through this ordeali By the time she was ready for school she 


would have learned the language and would be like the other children, 
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This family adapted themselves quickly and got along very well. Hoth 
parents were the business type. The mother was eager to learn English. She 
had me come over and help her with the new language, and she was a very bright 
pupil. I remember she was trying to pronounce the 'w' as in 'window.' This was 
difficult for her as it is for many other foreigners, They always pronounce it 
asa 'v', But she gave it the 06 sound and pronounced it 00-indow, It sounded 
better than saying vindow, 

It was not long before these people had a home of their own and were 
starting a small grovery business, These people later moved to Oregon, 

During the time that we were in contact with the, which was about three 
years, the parents always apoke Swedish, The children, even the little girl 
who was still at homg, began to speak English more and more. The little girl 
would use a great many Swedish words along with her English. For instance, she 
would say "I fell on my 'kna!," ‘kna" is the Swedish word for knee. But I 
remember when I was about eleven years old, I would go into a stere and ask for 
a calendar. I pronounced calendar with the accent on the second syllable. And 


for years I spelled it with a double 't' because that is how it's spelled in 


Swedish, 


tits roe tan ae bs seaoueal welt od oH qlod ban stove oan) eit Bld 
eew eict * iwobsbw? oi ae yy edt aociebal 4 unre 1 ste eg 
fh epewonorg aymwte yon? soroaptotot otto om 202 af at en aad tot . 
fobasoe iI .wobut-o0 3t beowwocorg bats bawon "6G ot ft: ‘oma bs hu, 2A 
‘pxew tune. cwo, tet 20 enod. a batt paces, eaodé orored sas sony i 
tower of bevem tetel eLqosg seed? ,seentend WrevOTS, {loom 8 2 
sort tvt¥e eaw dota yout, dt 2oatiee ah exow ow todd omit edt gaint 
iat; eLttit odt move): och Lice ect: sfarbang, etogs ayewls eineey: odd. emeey hd 
{rly WLLL O22 werom bas ore diet Lpatt wgeqe ot agged good ts dita bf ext 

ede ,aotetant tol dailies sod adtiw gaole ebrow detbowe wien. feota a ogg BL 
T di) scoml met brow dathews edt at "sale *tamnl! gn no LLet I" mesa 
not wes’ brs. Sia p odnl ogubitoy %, blo ors9% nevelo dvods saw I sodw ime 
fic seidedive, gation” edt a0 tnyo08 ode: bbw rabee Leo buoaionoty 2, etsbaoten 9 Pe 
mt bellede,, &'+t wor ak dadd extaoed *f" eddies 8 ig tt baton 5 ane aa 


+ ~ r® 
s 45 es 
7 - 
: a 
. é 
j é 
f 
. 


. * 


ee | ba a SUA SSS ‘ ' es, 73 (3 ae 


FAMILY J 


This family had recently coms from Sweden. They came directly to Salt 
Lake although they were not cyan converts. They came from a place called 
Lulea which is situated not far from the border line of Finland, This is 
quite a large city. They had been in the retail grocery business in the old 
country. There were two children in the familye=og boy of eleven and a little 
girl between three and four years old, 

These people were above the averace morican immigrant both in ability 
and in their circumstances. I never knew the reason they hed ‘for coming heres 
They seemed to have been in good circumstances in Sweden, They brought many of 
their ho sehold articles with them-«bamboo chairs and stonds, stuffed birds, 
tapestries, copper,and stacks of household linens, ‘The only way she had of 
keeping these heavy hand-woven linens from getting grey and dingy when she 
washed them was to pour lye into the water, After a few washings herg linens 
were in shreds and ruined. She was not used to housework, and she didn't like it 
muche | 

This family rented a house across the street from us. They boy went to 
the same school as I, He had a very difficult situation to meet, I hadn't 
realized what a hard time a foreign child has when he begins school, hen I 
Started school I had already learned to speak English, This boy did not know 
a word of English, and the other boys made life miserable for him, I would see 
him during recess sitting all by himself. WNone of the boys would go near him 
except to taunt him and call him "Swede", This boy was of a sensitive Lee 
This is a bitter and @ifficult experience for a child, ‘The little girl would 
not have to go through this ordeal, By the time she was ready for school she 


would have learned the lenguage and would be like the other children, 
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‘This family adapted themselves quickly and got along very well, Both 


parents were the business type, The mother was eager to learn English. ‘She 
had me come over and help her with the new language , and whe wes a very bright 
pupil. I siatiohas she was trying to pronounce the 'w? as in'twindow.' This was 
difficult for her as it is for many other foreigners. They alweys pronounce it 
as a'v', But she gave it the 3 sound and pronounced it So-indows It sounded — 
better than saying vindow. 

It was not long before these people had a home of their own and were 
starting a small grocery business, These people later moved to Oregon, 

During the time that we were in contact with them, which was about three 
years, the parents always spoke Swedish, The children, even the little girl 
who was still at home, began to speak English more and more, The little girl 
would use a great many Swedish words along with her English, For instance, she 
would gay "I fell on my "mat," "ime" is the swedish word for knee, But I 
remember when I was about eleven years old, I would go into a store end ask for 
a calendere I pronoweed egalendar with the accent on the second syllable. And 
for years I spelled at with a double t+ bocause that is how it's spelled in 
Swedish. 
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| shu . of Dalarne in Sweden, ‘the father had workeé for a concern in one 


ie Ive years old had tuberculosis of the throat and bones. He had contracted 
mt tite disease as a baby in Sweden, The parents had taken hin to the country 


Hot 8 Givtae cow. He was very weak end delicate and did not run and play like 
tte other children, This femily, expecially the mother, seemed sad and different 
| from the other people we knew, 1 remember distinctly the air of resignation and 
; nate thet surrowved hers She seemed backward, not because she wasn't bright, 
but decause whe was ‘disinterested in her environment here, She made no effort to 
PO dies english lenguages ‘She wanted to go back to Sweden, She was the only e 
nl: one we had net who was really homesick to return to Sweden, 
ne This family went back to Sweden shortly efter this, But their sunsie life 


i. was not happy even to the degree that we judge the average persons happiness, 
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= tt I grew Ups These people all lived in Selt Lake. ‘They were the families 


: om parentage, ; I was also interested in seeing to what extent and in 


| I didn't find any definite cultural background or pattern in the individual 
" femily geiup groups. It wes only when these individuals end families were combined 


- Anto larger groups, such as their lodges, clubs, church groups, and the swedish 


v: ’ 


i ‘aaa that a more definite expression of their culture and traditions could 
be felt. And finally, when these larger groups were also combined, as they were 
~4 n the Liha nidesumer day festival, the ultimate expression of their background, 
: 2 te the point of sh a ra was protrayed, 
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; “I was in Witenes during the big strike and lock-out in 1905, This lock- 
| j rs and strike lasted nine months, It was one of the most bitter and longest 
‘Seiier fights that I have experienced, ‘The employers were just as well organized 
3 ‘ et ~ as the men, The workers won here except for one or two minor points, This par- 
“a ae ticular strike cost the employers 60,000,000 kronor, It enet the workers about 
12,000,000 kronor, ‘The employers brought in strike breakers from every part of 
Sweden, I was on special patrol duty for the unions, and we kept fairly good 
order, But there was grave danger to all law and order at this time, Fach year 
that I remember, there has been a strike in at least one industry, With all work= 
a ers so well organized, one trade union would help the other in their firghts 
oy | for better conditions, I know that it has been a hard fight for the workers in 
Sweden as well as any other place, But there has been, and I believe that there 
still is, a greater solidarity among the workers in Sweden, ‘This is probably due 
to the fact that the lower classes are elass conseious, ‘The chance of eluw des 
one group of workers against another hasn't been as great there, although the old 
‘fashioned peasant type and those who have lived on the far naturally are ignorant 
of the rules when it comes to industry. | 
The workers in industry have won the forty-eight hour week, This is de= 


finitely fixed by law. This law didn’t come into effect until 1930, Provision- 


ally it had been in force as early as 1919, Labor disputes are settled by collective 


bargaining and agreements, Before the war these agreements lasted for a period of 
one to five years, But now, with conditions of ns world market so unsettled, they 
wouldn't last ‘thet long. These agreements are a source of friction between the 
workers and employers, ach one is on the lookout for his own advantage. It is 


_-—-« @4PPicult, especially during times of uncertainty of prices, to be held down by 


agreements lectins even a few weeks, During good tives, the worker wants shorter 
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ar he periods in their agreg@ents so that wages can be adjusted to lowering prices ete, 
. The worker and employer Stand on directly opposite ground on the question, Through® 
“et = out the whole time of the collective agreements there are disputes and bickerings 


because of changing conditions, 


_ Unemployment insurance is still under consideration in Sweden, Here, as well 


4 as in other places, unemployment is one of the big problens. During the winter of 
. i 1921-]922 was the worst time, At this time oneéthird of the members of the trade 
ae 

2 unions were reported to be out of work, Right after the wer when conditions 


ae seemed to be fairly prosperous for a short time, there were quite a number of people 
i (workers) from other countries coming into Sweden, Now a restricted immigration 
is in force, Sweden, as well as the other northern countries, suffered creat hard- 
ships during the war, These countries were all neutral, but there was a consistent 
‘blockade against them, The shortage of grains, ete, in these countries nearly caused 
a femine during that time, The-skhestess-ef-syeine- It was lucky for then that the 
war ended when it did, These countries would have faced starvation in a short time 
without their imports, Many commercial boats that were either going out with exports 
_. 0P were bringing back foodstuffs, coal, oil, tea, were sunk without warning with 
men and all their cargo on board, Other boats were held in english, german, russian, 
aa and other Seaiiees ports, Norway was the greatest loser, She lost nearly half 
of her iilementa’ fleet during the war, 

After the =e was a shortage of both food and shelter in Sweden, ‘They ‘ ) 
have both a cooperative housing movement and a consumers? cooperative, The co- { 
operatives are regular institutions in the north, The housing movement has for 

“many years received help end support from the state through different so~called | i 
public housing sBhemes, In the field of the consumers? cooperatives, on the other 


hand, the rule has been strictly observed that the cooperative shall in no way make PY 
¥ 


q 


itsel < £ dependent on public subvention but shall stand on p its owm feet, The control | 
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ana direction of the cooperatives comes from the national organization "Kooperative 
forbundet", ‘This main or national association functions as a center for education 
in cooperation and for wholesale buying. Through national association, the co- 
Operatives now buy directly from the producer, whether in their own country or in 
foreign parts, Before,they had to buy through certain trade channels, This central 
organization has also succeeded in effectively erushing the attemps of certain 
business organizations to prevent the delivery of goodaffé to cooverative croups. 

In a few instances the cooperative noutety has been obliged to establish its own - 
factories in order to obtain products at reasonable prices, These factories have) 
been able to compete with the price cartels already existing in certain branches | 


of industry to lower the prices of commodities not only to the cooperative group, 


but also to the general consuming public, Among the farmers cooperative buying 
is almost universal, They buy their farm machinery, seed for planting, grains, 
- and provisions in this wey. 
Conditions in Sweden right efter the war beeame somewhat better, but these 
better tines did not last very long, Labor conditions and disputes have never been 
settled for any length of tige, In order to make conditions more aatiafmetory, 
3 “4 both in industry and for the workers, s great many social reforms have been 
launched, Parliament, govermment, and individuals, have ell worked tirelessly and 
anxiously on reform movements, Only in this way could they keep any semblance of | 
peace in the industrial strife. But there was always the greater and greater 
: em strength and push from the left. The extreme left are not satisfied with the 
} aie - goeial-demoerats mode of fighting for the workers’ richts, They feel it is mich p 
too weak, The extreme left wing pax¢ there is now the communist. This is built 


after the plan of the russian bolshevists, and they want to destroy the existing 


| government by force, As far as that is concerned, communism has been in Sweden 
for hundreds of years. The communists are in the minority, but they are represented 


in the "Riksdag”. That is, their own party is in the minority, but they are in the 


wv 2 
a) oy eae 
La 


‘majority group of liberals that compose the lett wing of parliement, The liberals 
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a rity group yo panies is the conservative or right wing group. 
largest 3 individuel part is the social democratic, In Sweden they use the 

proportional forn of steotion. and each party is represented in Parliament. in 

_ proportion to. its strength in nuribers, The country is divided inte electorates ‘ 
“and cach of these ‘divisions elect at least three representatives for siege ee 
Saleen: ot “ise age of epatieeotione has a right to vote, Before that time, omy 
these: who had a yeerly inéome of 800 kronor had this right. This excluded the 


< : na jority of men from ‘the privilege to vote as 800 kronor was a great deal of 


in . those bisa This ruling had been in force since 1866 when the new par 


12 ‘order came into being, ‘There had been a long struggle ever since 1800, . 
me had ‘been dissatisfied with this old form of representation, pig Siete: =n. was 
- Sed of the four elasses: the nobles, the church, the burghers, and the 
wm = right that the minority groups such as the nobility and the 


were the burghers 


and the famerse ‘This arrangenent Was outmoded and merely traditional, The time 


“haa long since past when the nobility was the active leading class, in the old 


: days, all official posta, either in war or peace, were held by those of the nobility, 
Nowy there were any /poor commoners than nobles holding official posts, There 


3 was no longer & reason for them being a priviliged class, About the year 1818, 


es Liberal party was fomed in opposition to the ~verment, This party organized } 


a - to wort tor several much needed reforms in the government, among them being the 
tliement ts reforn/for more freedom of the press, ‘This was during the rule of 
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